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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS 



VOL. XXVII. JULY 19, 1912. No. 29 



THE PLAGUE SITUATION. 

Since the case noted in last week's issue of the Public Health 
Reports, one fatal case of plague occurred in Havana July 12 in the 
person of a Spaniard living in the section of the city known to be 
infected. This is the second case which has occurred in Havana. 
Up to July 14 no plague infection had been found among rats. For 
the purposes of quarantine and the prevention of the spread of the 
disease, that part of the city of Havana known as the old city will be 
considered to be infected. This includes a broad margin of uninfected 
territory surrounding the limited area of four blocks known to be 
infected. Deratization has been begun in this area, and special atten- 
tion is being given to the deratization of wharves and of the section 
known to be infected. 

In Porto Rico no case of plague was reported on July 11 and 12. 
On July 13, 2 cases were reported in the section of San Juan known 
as Puerto de Tierra. July 14, 1 fatal case was reported in Dorado, 
a town about 12 miles from San Juan. This is the first case in 
Dorado, and active measures were immediately instituted for the 
eradication and control of this focus. This makes to July 15, for all 
Porto Rico a total of 37 cases with 23 deaths. The work of plague 
control and eradication is well under way. 

The Surgeon General of the Public Health and Marine-Hospital 
Service issued July 15, 1912, the following circular letter of instruc- 
tion to officers in charge of quarantine stations: 

Treasury Department, 
Bureau of Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service, 

Washington, July 15, 1912. 
Medical officers in command, and acting assistant surgeons in charge, national quarantine 
stations. 

Sir: You are directed to fumigate throughout, for the destruction of rats, all vessels 
arriving from ports in South America (including the river ports thereof), and in the 
West Indies. 

In the event that any of these vessels are carrying perishable cargoes, you are 
directed to remove, upon a wharf or lighter, during the fumigation process, such 
perishable cargoes, or else arrange with the bureau by telegraph for the fumigation of 
the vessel at the wharf of the port of arrival, said fumigation to be done under strict 
precautions as to the possible escape of rats from the vessel. 

Respectfully, Rupert Blue, 

Surgeon General. 
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